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The stomach, small intestine, and large intestine are each a part of the
digestive tract that helps you break down your food. These three organs, much
like any other part of the body, can develop cancer. Cancer is an abnormal
growth of cells that can be dangerous and cause problems if not taken care of.

STOMACH

Your stomach holds all the food you consume and
contains acids that help break down and digest it. Cancer
in the stomach is also commonly referred to as gastric
cancer.

Your small intestine, also referred to as the small bowel,
extracts nutrients from your food. Small intestine cancer
is often referred to as small bowel cancer.

Your large intestine, also known as your colon, extracts
water from your food. Large intestine cancer, also known
as colon cancer, develops in this section of your digestive
tract.
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SCREEN I NG PROCEDURES* *alternate testing may be required

STOMACH and SMALL INTESTINE

Blood Tests
During a blood test, a sample of you blood will be taken to

determine the functionality of the organs in your body. This can
help determine if there is a potential presence of cancer.

Imaging Tests

During an imaging test, your doctor searches for abnormalities that
could point to a presence of cancer. These imaging tests may
include a CT scan, PET scan, MRI, or X-ray swallow study.

Endoscopy

During an endoscopy, your doctor uses a small camera tube that
enters through your mouth and goes down into your stomach to
check for signs of cancer.

LARGE INTESTINE

Stool Tests

There are various types of stool tests, but all include collecting
either a sample or whole stool for testing. The stool is tested for
various conditions such as blood in the stool or altered DNA.

Colonoscopy

During a colonoscopy, your doctor inserts a small camera tube into
your rectum to check your intestine for abnormalities. During this
test, the doctor could also remove tissue.
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